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, sheriff team to fight cri

New parmershlps will utilize federal programs
to mvestigate human trafficking and gang violence

By Sarah Favot
sarah fovot@langnews.com
@sarahfavot on Twitter

Two law enforcement agen-
cies that have been at odds in re-
cent years announced two part-
nerships to fight crime within the
past two weeks,

The U.S. attorney’s office and
the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department will lead a task force

to investigate human trafficking
throughout the county and also
work together in Compton as part
of a federal program to address
gang violence.

In recent years, the U.S. attor-
ney’s office has filed criminal and
civil complaints against the Sher-

iff’s Department alleging deputy .

misconduct and civil rights vio-
lations in the jails. In August, the
two agencies reached a settlement

agreement that concluded the
U.S. Justice Department mvest1—
gations.

Los Angeles Cotinty Sheriff im
MecDonnell and U.S. Attorney Ei-
leen Decker said in a joint inter-
view the two agencies have al-
ways been working together 1o
enforee laws, but the new part-
nership takes advantage of fed-

_eral programs. The Justice De-
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L.S. Attorney
Eileen Decker
said her goal

in targeting
criminat groups
is to “take out
that organization’
so that when
we prosecute a
person, another
ctiminai doesn't
just stepin
their place and
take over the
organization.”
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partment programs wiil
bring federal resources to
the county to assist the de-
partment’s efforts to com-
bat gangs and human traf-
ficking.

By working together to
fight humanp trafficking —
which includes child sex
trafficking and labor traf-
ficking — the agencies are
looking to root out ihe
criminal organizations
that are often victimizing
women and children.

Decker said federal

prosecutors have unique’

sentencing abilities — such
as 2 15-year mandatory
minimum sentencing for
cybercrimes and the abil-
ity to seize assets from a
person who is convicted of
sex traffieking.

“Our goal federally is to

' look at it from an organi-

zational perspective and
take out that organization
so that when we prosecute
a person, another criminal

doesn’t just step in their

place and take over the or-
ganization,” Decker said.
“We'd like to dismauntle the
organization” :
The task force, which is
funded by a $1.5 miliion

dence lead us,” Decker said.

An assistant U.S. attor-
ney will work side by side
with Sheriff’s Department
investigators at the Sher-
iff's Monterey Park offices.

Other federal agencies

“GGang violence drives the violent
crime picture in Los Angeles
County. We won't tolerate it

and we’re looking to hold those
accountable to the highest degree

possible.”

— Los Angeles County Sh;emjﬁjim McDonnell

Justice Department grant
over three years, will work
to deterinine which cases
are prosecuted by the Los
Angeles County district at-
torney or federal prosecu-
tors.

“We've already started
having meetings, and
we've already agreed that
we're all going to look at
the cases, decide what’s
best for the cases, where
do we have the best rem-
edy, where does the evi-

will also participaie such
as the FBI, U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment’s Homeland Security
Investigations, and county
departments such as Chil-
dren and Family Serviees,
Probation and the District
Attorney’s Office. .
MecDonnell said he will
invite representatives from
the county’s other 45 law
enforcement agencies, so
that, “it’s a seamless web
across the county, so there’s

nowhere where the culprits
of this will be able to hide.”

The sheriff said the task-
force will partner with the
Coalition to Abolish Sex
Slavery and Trafficking to
provide services to victims.
He said the focus will also
be on holding the “Johns”
accountable.

In Compton, the Justice
Department will admin-
ister a two-year program
called the Violence Reduc-
tion Network, providing
law enforcement and city
officials federal resources
to combat gang violence,
human trafficking and
homelessness. The sheriff
said the program will also
involve after-school pro-
grams and literacy initia-
tives giving youth an al-
ternative to gang life.

“(Gang violence drives the
violent crime picture in Los
Angeles County. ... Wewon’t
tolerate it and we're look-
ing 1o hold those account-
able to the highest degree
possible,” McDonnell said.
“And we're also looking for

ways to affect kids before |

they get into gangs.”
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Jounty OKs
5600K for
south Bay
wmeless

upes call problem a crisis
ieeding regional effort

mm.m .

3y Donna Litilejohn
lonna.littlejohn@longnews.com
donnaliitlgjohn on Tuitter

Calling homelessness a crisis in
1eed of a regional strategy, Los
Angeles County officials Toesday
agreed to target the South Bay
and parts of the Harbor Area.
with $600,000 in funds to con-
nect those on the streets with set-
vices and permanent housing op-
tions.

“This is a crisis and we have
to deal with it accordingly,” said
county Supervisor Mark Ridley-
Thomas, who represents inland
South Bay communities.

- Apbroval of the county funding
comes on the heels of the board’s
action to set aside $50 million for
the homeless. :

The city of Los Angeles,
meanwhile, has announced that
$100 million will be spent on

housing in that city, which over- .

1aps much of the county supervi-

sors territeries as well.
A homelesshess task force, an
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- the county’s Fourth and

.ies-belonging to the South

tle piece of the pie, butit'sa
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outgrowth of the plans an-
nounced earlier this month
by L.A. Councilman Joe
Buscaino, also is slated o
meet for the first time on
Oct. 15 in San Pedro.”

The county measure ap-
proved Tuesday, authored
by Ridley-Thomas and Su-
pervisor Don Knabe, calls
for a targeted outreach at
“hot spots” identified by

Second Districts and cit-

Bay Cities Council of Gov-
ernments. Harbor Inter-
faith Shelter in San Pedro
and the South Bay Home-
less Coalition will assist. -

“This is not just a down-
town L.A. issue but a true
regional issue,” Knabe
said. “There’s still a long
way to go, this is just a lit-

housing, connected to
mental health or substance
abuse services, and return-
ees/new people at the en-
campments. ’

The two supervisorial
districts combined include
areas of El Segundo, Gar-
dena, Hawthorne, Lawn-
dale, Torrance, Harbor
City, Carson, Wilmington,
Hermosa Beach, Manhat-
tan Beach, Redondo Beach,
Rolling Hills Estates, Roll-
ing Hills, Rancho Palos
Verdes, Lomita and San
Pedro. ‘

According to the 2015
homeless count, there are
approximately 3,006 peo-
ple who are homeless in

very important piece.”

The measure calls for:

a Persons Assisting the
Homeless (PATH) io act as
the primary service pro-
vider to collaborate with
others to create a regis-
try of the names, personal
information and needs of
homeiess people living at
each “hot spot.” .

» Quarterly updates to
be given on the number
of people assessed, placed
in interim or permanent

the two districts, which:

also include areas outside

" the South Bay.

Most are single adults
and are considered chron-
ically homeless, according
to the county report. Some
19 percent of those whoare
homeless in the South Bay
are veterans, a 58 percent
increase over 2013 num-
bers. )

Redondo Beach Council-
woman Laura Emdee told
sttpervisors that homeless-
ness is increasing among
local cities. :

“Tt’s hard to pickup apa-
per or turn on a newscast
and not hear a story about
the worsening problems of
homelessness in cur area,”
she said, commending
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L.A: County has OK'd $600,0001a link the homeless in the South Bay and Harbar Area, such
as the person who left carts on San Pedro's Eighth Street in May, with services and housing.

PATH as an agency that
already has made progress.

Also attending to voice
support were Rolling Hills
Estates Councilman Steve
Zuckerman; Arnold Car-
raway, Carson superinten-

dent of recreation and ho-

man services; and Jackie
Bacharach, executive di-
rector of the South Bay
Cities Council of Govern
ments. :

“Today is another in-
stallment” in the ongoing
fight against homeless-
ness,” Ridley-Thomas said.
“The board has made this
a priority. ... The problem
is acute and warrants im-
mediate action that will be
long term in nature.”




